
by MINDI MIKULA
Country World 

staff writer

In Smith County, in the
small rural town of Winona,
stands a frame house on a
wide expanse of land that
stretches as far as the eye
can see. Over the years, the
historic plantation has
grown from 550 acres to
2,000 acres. Since 1972, it
has been home to the
Prud’homme family and 7P
Ranch, best known for their

Simmental cattle.
Dr. Joe Prud’homme, 71,

did not begin with the
Simmental breed. He start-
ed in 1951, at the age of 14,
with a small herd of
Brahman cows which he
halter broke. This FFA pro-
ject blossomed into a life-
long love for cattle.

Prud’homme, though a
Lone Star Farmer and
FFA’er in school, did not
have a substantial ag back-
ground outside of FFA and
calf-roping.  

“I had worked cattle one
summer. They had cattle in
the bottoms, what was des-
tined to be Toledo Bend
Lake, and we had to remove
them — just me, another
man and the dogs,” remem-
bered Prud’homme.

After finishing school, he
decided to move forward
with cattle. Prud’homme
put an Angus bull on his
Brahman cows and raised
them until 1963, when he
sold the Brahman. Though
his professional life eventu-
ally forced him to sell the
herd, he was determined to
one day have a thriving
operation again. 

Prud’homme relocated to
Tyler in 1968 and pur-
chased the ranch in 1972.
He initially appreciated the
Simmental breed due to
their size, easy disposition,
and the fact they produced
both milk and meat. 

“They’re growthier than
Herefords and give milk, all
with a good disposition,”
said Prud’homme of the
breed.

Today, the herd consists
of 450 head of Simmental,
along with 250 head of
Brahmans, mostly grey, not
counting the calves or
heifers. The 7
Ranch, named after the

Prud’homme clan, which
included Prud’homme, his
wife Mary, and their five
children, caters to the com-
mercial cattleman. They are
dedicated in all aspects of
the ranch including grass
farming, breeding tech-
niques, and forage. 

“We plant 900 acres
using cereal rye, TAM-90,
rye grass and overseed the
coastal meadows,” said
Prud’homme.  

The last several years
Prud’homme has used
Purina feed limiters with
forage because of drought
conditions. The process
began because of severe
drought during which time
they used gin trash when
hay was prohibited.

With the price of fertilizer
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ROUND 
OVERHEAD

FEED STORAGE BINS

SOUTHWEST FABRICATORS
580-326-3589 • TOLL FREE 877-326-3574

222 E. Jefferson • Hugo, OK 74743

“This can mean the difference 
between taking a loss or making a 

profit in the cattle business.”
� Convenient, economical, efficient
� Truck load holding capacity. Various 

sizes available
� Friendly to the environment
� No more feed damage by rodents or 

varmints
� No more feed sacks to handle
� We also handle cake boxes
� Heavy pipe structure  
� Skid mounted

Visit our Website
www.overheadbins.com

BRAZOS VALLEY
EQUIPMENT CO.
www.brazosvalleyequipment.com

Waco, TX   254-756-5467
Hillsboro, TX   254-582-2572

BIGON IMPLEMENT CO.
email: jimmy@bigonimplement.com

Taylor, TX  512-352-5296
Austin Metro

(Toll Free) 512-365-5666

COUFAL-PRATER EQUIPMENT, LTD.
www.cpequipment.com       e-mail: sales@cpequipment.cpm

Bryan, TX   
979-822-7684

Navasota, TX
936-825-6575

Temple, TX
254-773-9916

Cameron, TX
254-697-6551

Round Balers, Mower Conditioners and Square Balers

Frontier Attachments

Hay Mergers Rakes/Tedders Spreaders

Rugged.
Reliable.
Ready to work.
Tackle your chores with a full line of attachments from
Frontier. Whether you’re moving dirt or making hay,
Frontier equipment can help you get things done. 
Plus it’s all backed by a one-year warranty and the 
best dealer network in the industry - John Deere.

ROUND BALERS

2.9% 48 months*
3.9% 60 months*

*Fixed rate. Offer expires 
April 30, 2008.

MOWER 
CONDITIONERS

2.9% 48 months*
3.9% 60 months*

*Fixed rate. Offer expires 
April 30, 2008.

SQUARE BALERS

2.9% 48 months*
3.9% 60 months*

*Fixed rate. Offer expires 
April 30, 2008.

FIXED RATE

1.9%
36 MONTHS*

FIXED RATE

1.9%
36 MONTHS*

FIXED RATE

1.9%
36 MONTHS*

7P Ranch is sold on Simmental

Dr. Joe Prud’homme, above, feels that contrary to the
advertisement of some breeds that downplay the value of
hybrid vigor, that it is a prime reason to put black
Simmental bulls against commercial cattle.   -- Photo by Mikula

-- Prud’homme --
continued on Page 3c



CENTRAL TEXAS
Lampasas County
April 15 - Private

Applicator Training  at the
Lampasas County Office
Building Conference Room
in Lampasas. For  details
call 512-556-8271.

McCulloch County
April 2 - Texas

Watershed Steward
Training held in the Pilot’s
Lounge at Curtis Field in
Brady. For details call 979-
862-8072.

McLennan County
March 26 - MCC to host

new agriculture competition
for high school students
events at MCC’s Highlander
Ranch and the Heart O’
Texas Fair Complex in
Waco. For details call 254-
2998835.

Milam  County
March 27-29 - Milam

County Junior Livestock
Show in Cameron. For
details call 254-697-7045.

Robertson County
April 26 - Texas

Challenge II at the Camp
Cooley Ranch in Franklin.
For more details call 816-
383-5175.
EAST TEXAS

Dallas/Ft Worth 
April 7-8 - Mid-South

Ruminant Nutrition
Conference, Hilton,
Arlington. (972) 952-9201.

Fannin County
March 12 - Private

Pesticide Applicators
Training and License,
Fannin County Extension
office, 210 S. Main,
Bonham.  Training will
begin at 8 a.m., license test
at 1 p.m. No cost for train-
ing, license cost $60.
Manuals available at
Extension office for $30.
Contact Extension Service
Office at (903) 583-7453 for
reservations and more info.

Harrison County
March 29 - 2008 Annual

Cattlemen’s Ball, 7 p.m. -
11 p.m., Triple Creek
Ranch, Hallsville. Cost $25.
All you can eat catfish din-
ner, live band and silent
auction. All proceeds will
benefit the scholarship pro-
gram. For more information
contact Randy Reeves at
(903) 935-8413.

Kaufman County
March 8 - Scholarship

Fund Raiser. The Annual
Kaufman County Junior
Livestock Show Bar-B-Cue
Cook-Off, Kaufman. Judges
are still needed for the fol-
lowing categories: Beans,
Chicken, Ribs, and Brisket.
For more information on
entering or judging the
cook off contact Jackie
Robertson at (972) 932-
9069.

Rusk County
March 25-27 & April 1-3

- 2008 Pasture and
Livestock Management
Workshop for the Novice,
Texas AgriLife Research and
Extension Center, Overton.
Limited to 50. Registration
$350, includes meals. To
register, send a check or
money order to: Texas
AgriLife Research, P.O. Box
200, Overton, TX 75684.
More information can be
found at
http://overton.tamu.edu/gr
azingschool.htm or by con-
tacting Jennifer Lloyd at
(903) 834-6191 or
jllloyd@ag.tamu.edu .

Van Zandt County
March 24-29 - 2008 Wise

County Youth Fair, Possee
Grounds, Decatur. Entry
Clinic Dates at the
Extension Office Friday -
February 15 from 4 - 6:30
p.m. and Saturday - Feb.
16 from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
For more information
www.wcyouthfair.org or
contact Adrian Arredondo
at (940) 627-3341. 
SOUTH CENTRAL TEXAS

Austin County
March 15 - Spring Cattle

Sale, 10 a.m., Four County
Auction Center, Hwy. 159
and FM 2754, Industry. For
more information call Don
Dreyer at (979)357-2545.
www.fourcountylivestock.co
m.

Caldwell County
March 8 - Foundation

Angus Alliance Inaugural
Sale at the Luling
Foundation in Luling. For
details call 512-488-2276.

Guadalupe County
April 10 - Agri-Fest, 5:30

to 8:30 p.m., Coliseum,
Seguin. Tickets are $7 and
$3 (age 6-10) in advance
and $8 and $4 at door.
(830)303-3889.

Lee County
April 12 - Giddings

Livestock Spring
Replacement Sale,
Giddings. Bulls and
females. (979)542-2274.
OTHER

March 18 - Ranching
Practices Research
Findings, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., Ozona. Register by
March 13 at www.hrm-
texas.org or
jdreinhofer@hrm-texas.org
or (325)348-3014. Fee: $15
for HRM members and $20
for non-members.
Sponsored by Holistic
Management International-
Texas.

March 29 - MAS Simbrah
Sale III, 5 p.m., Linn.
Contact Carlos Guerra at
(956)383-7566 for more
information.

March 28 - Annual La
Muneca Jackpot Show, 3
p.m., Linn. For more infor-
mation, visit the La Muneca
Web site at www.lamuneca-
cattle.com or contact Carlos
Guerra at 956-383-7566.

March 29 - $15,000 MAS
Showdown III, 9 a.m., Linn.
A Jackpot Show for juniors
showing Simbrah cattle; to
learn more about eligibility,
contact Carlos Guerra at
(956)383-7566.
OUT OF STATE

March 22 - Heart Of
Oklahoma Cattle
Conference, Exposition
Center, Shawnee, OK;
(405)273-7683.

March 22 - 10th Annual
LBA F-1 Invitational Sale;
Carencro, Louisiana; for
more information call Cindy
Prather at (337)942-9253.

March 26-27 - Mid-
Atlantic Nutrition
Conference, Holiday Inn
Select-North Baltimore,
Timonium, Md.; Maryland
Feed Industry Council,
Clare Capotosto, (301)405-
1 3 6 8 ;
www.agnr.umd.edu/MNC.

March 27 - Beef Up Your
Forage Management
Workshop, 10 a.m. to 3
p.m., Bonaparte Opera
House, Bonaparte, IA;
(319)293-3039.

March 29 - Production To
Profit Livestock Seminar:
Grazing Workshop, 9 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., Dordt College
Campus; (712)943-7882 or
www.siouxriversrcd.org.
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Hwy. 87 South • Mason, TX

WE HAVE LARGE QUANTITIES OF

New & Used Pipe, Sucker Rods,

Line of Fencing Products

Pre-Cut Post • Cattle Guards 

• Stay-Tuff Wire

Also Large O.D. Pipe - 13” to 36”

Andy Smith • 325-347-4788
Office • 325-347-6565

www.smithsteeltx.com

Excellent prices on 
Used #1 2-3/8” and 2-7/8”

pipe this month.

Give us a call or come by
and see us.

continually rising,
Prud’homme is now also
using patchy clover over all
areas not overseeded to
help with costs.

The 7P Ranch participat-
ed in the Forage Testing
Program through Stephen
F. Austin University for 20
years. “We still utilize that
info to develop bulls on high
forage rations so not to
develop ‘little fat bulls’ that
dissolve when you sell
them,” he said.

Prud’homme believes his
biggest challenge was start-
ing out initially trying to
overcome the influence of
the showring Simmentals. 

“Simmentals were actual-
ly too big,” explained
Prud’homme. “Even some of
the early breeds in adjoin-
ing states started breeding
up from a Holstein basis.” 

The complaint commer-
cial cattlemen had about
Simmental being too big
and not holding up might
have been justified in those
instances, but it has
changed dramatically over
the years.  

The 7P Ranch has used
artificial insemination and
embryo transfer since 1975.
Though he isn’t currently
practicing artificial insemi-
nation and embryo transfer,
he plans to do so when fea-

sible.  Prud’homme has
used moderate frames of 5 -
5.5 and occasionally 6 in
their AI program for the last
15 years. 

“What we’ve done essen-
tially is taken full-blood cat-
tle and middle and milk,
and bred to non-diluter,
non-spotter moderate frame
purebred bulls and we bred
them, their offspring, to
black moderate-frame
Simmental bulls to get
black Simmental which we
feel have more performance
than those bred up from
Angus,” he said.

Prud’homme believes cat-
tlemen can benefit from the
use of Simmentals in their
herd.

“Simmental bulls now
have tremendously accurate
EPDs for calving use. It has
been my experience when
comparing EPDs that no
breed has an EPD any bet-
ter than the EPD of the
Simmental breed. They are
second to none,” he stated,

Prud’homme feels that
contrary to the advertise-
ment of some breeds that
downplay the value of
hybrid vigor, that it is a
prime reason to put black
Simmental bulls against
commercial cattle.

“If you have calving ease
and hybrid figure and 50-

100 pounds more weaning
weight, their position is
pretty much a no brainer,”
he added. 

Prud’homme believes
that from a management
standpoint, palpating cows
are one of the most impor-
tant things a rancher can
do to avoid barren cows.
Because they use artificial
breeding, they know when
they’re bred. Prud’homme
boasts 1,000 palpates a
year himself, which is not to
say he has 1,000 head but
that many are palpated
twice. He adds that they
have a vet do palpation for
sales while his palpation is
strictly for management
purposes.

Despite the massive
stretch of land and respect-
ed reputation, Prud’homme
maintains a simple stan-
dard of living. While raising
five kids, he was deter-
mined to keep his standard
of living average.  

“The boys worked here
from the age of 12 until
they went to college,” said
Prud’homme. He feels their
modest existence has
instilled important values in
the children. He downplays
any advantages of what one
might expect a doctor’s life
to be. 

“I ’ve been in the cow
business longer than I’ve
been a doctor,”
Prud’homme said modestly.

The ranch is still a family
business with
Prud’homme’s wife, Mary,
working as business man-
ager and daughter, Sheila,
as their marketing manag-
er, with help from their
ranch manager, Bryan
Mason and his wife Carrie,
both graduates of Stephen
F. Austin.

The ranch stands behind
their bulls. The production
of commercial bulls is real
and reproducable, accord-
ing to Prud’homme. They
work hard at soundness
and believe in the quality of
their herd. 

“I can look somebody in
the face and tell them I can
make them money with a
Simmental bull.”

And looking somebody in
the face and being able to
be completely confident

about your product is what
has earned 7P loyalty.
Prud’homme can’t say
enough about the ‘real’ and
special people he has met in
the cattle business that
have become friends. He
adds that he could not have
done it without the Don
Parkers, Tommy Goodwins,
and Dr. Charles Lang’s of
the business.

Their goal for the future
remains to ‘try and break
even’ as Prud’homme says.
The 7P Ranch will continue
to utilize what they have
built. They plan to at 7P
and breed cattle that will
work, continue with moder-
ate frames, fertile bulls and
focus on calving ease. 

To find out more about
7P Ranch, visit
www.7PRanch.com .

HOURS
MON-FRI  8 AM-5 PM
SAT. - 8 AM-12 NOON

JUST IN TIME FOR SPRING!!
NEW LOWER PRICES & INTEREST RATES TO SAVE YOU $$$

• Front End Loader
• 5’ Shredder
• 5’ Box Blade

NOBODY BEATS...NORMANGEE TRACTOR & IMPLEMENT CO.
Corner of Hwy 39 @ OSR • Normangee, TX • www.normangeetractor.com

1-800-396-3101 • 936-396-3101

*3 YEAR DRIVE TRAIN WARRANTY
**MONTHLY PAYMENT SHOWN. **84 MONTHS AT 5.9% APR 10% DOWN
PAYMENT. *PAYMENTS MAY VARY DUE TO DOWN PAYMENT & EQUIPMENT CHOSEN,
WAC. SOME EXCEPTIONS APPLY. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.††O DOWN, 0% APR
FOR 12, 24, 36 MO.(ON ALL NEW KUBOTA). O DOWN, 0% APR FOR 42 MO. ON
ALL NEW KUBOTA. 0% APR FOR 42 MO (ALL NEW KUBOTA MODELS APPLY)
*EXAMPLE: A 42-MONTH REPAYMENT TERM AT 0% APR REQUIRES 42 PAYMENTS
OF $23.81 PER $1000 BORROWED. 0% APR INTEREST IS AVAILABLE TO CUS-
TOMERS IF NO DEALER DOCUMENTATION PREPARATION FEE IS CHARGED. DEALER
CHARGE FOR DOCUMENT PREPARATION FEE SHALL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE
LAWS. NOT AVAILABLE FOR RENTAL, NATIONAL ACCOUNTS OR GOVERNMENTAL CUS-
TOMERS. FINANCING IS AVAILABLE THROUGH KUBOTA CREDIT CORPORATION, USA,
SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. SOME EXCEPTIONS APPLY. OFFER EXPIRES JUNE
30, 2008. SEE YOUR LOCAL KUBOTA DEALER FOR DETAILS ON THESE AND OTHER
LOW RATE OPTIONS OR GO TO WWW.KUBOTA.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION.

NEW KUBOTA
L3400DT 4WD 35HP TRACTOR

NEW KUBOTA
MX5100F 2WD 52HP TRACTOR

NEW KUBOTA
L2800DT 4WD 29HP TRACTOR

All For Only $15,795 OR
Payments of Only 

$207**/mo All For Only $16,999 OR  Payments of Only 
$223**/mo

All For Only $14,999 OR

Payments of Only 
$197**/mo

All For Only $14,595 OR

Payments of Only 
$191**/mo

All For Only
$22,295 OR
Pmts of Only 
$292**/mo

BUILD YOUR OWN 
PACKAGE SPECIAL

PRICING NOW ON ANY
EQUIPMENT BOUGHT

W/YOUR NEW TRACTOR

NEW KUBOTA
MX5100DT  52HP 4WD TRACTOR

WHY BUY USED WHEN YOU CAN BUY NEW
WITH PAYMENTS AS LOW AS THESE!!

• Front End 
Loader

• 5’ Shredder
• 5’ Box Blade

NEW KUBOTA
L4400F 2WD 45HP TRACTOR • Front End

Loader

• Front End
Loader

TRADE-INS WELCOME • 3 YEAR WARRANTY
Voted “Best Lawn & Farm Retailer” in the Best of the Brazos Valley Survey 2002 thru 2007!

Add a 6’ Pasture 
Shredder & 6’ Box Blade

For
Just

More
per
mo

$16
Add a 6’ Pasture 

Shredder & 6’ Box Blade

For
Just

More
per
mo

$16

Add a 6’ Pasture 
Shredder & 6’ Box Blade

For
Just

More
per
mo

$16

As Low As 0 Down 0% APR Financing††

�Prud’homme Continued from
Page 2c

Prud’homme believes cattlemen can benefit from the use
of Simmentals in their herd.                            --Photo by Mikula

Mark your calendars


